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Because of their visibility in society and ability to shape public opinion, prominent literary figures were
among the first targets of Communist repression, torture, and incarceration. Authors such as Alexsandr
Solzhenitsyn famously documented the experience of internment in Soviet gulags. Little, however, has been
published in the English language on the work of writers imprisoned by other countries of the Soviet bloc.

For the first time, The Walls Behind the Curtain presents a collection of works from East European novelists,
poets, playwrights, and essayists who wrote during or after their captivity under communism. Harold B.
Segel paints a backdrop of the political culture and prison and labor camp systems of each country, detailing
the onerous conditions that writers faced. Segel then offers biographical information on each writer and
presents excerpts of their writing. Notable literary figures included are Václav Havel, Eva Kanturková, Milan
Šimecka, Adam Michnik, Milovan Djilas, Paul Goma, Tibor Déry, and Visar Zhiti, as well as many other
writers.

This anthology recovers many of the most important yet overlooked literary voices from the era of
Communist occupation. Although translated from numerous languages, and across varied cultures, there is a
distinct commonality in the experiences documented by these works. The Walls Behind the Curtain serves as
a testament to the perseverance of the human spirit and a quest for individual liberty that many writers
forfeited their lives for.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Walls Behind the Curtain:
East European Prison Literature, 1945–1990 (Pitt Russian East European) to read.

Sheree Gonzalez:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Walls Behind the Curtain: East
European Prison Literature, 1945–1990 (Pitt Russian East European) book as this book offers you rich facts
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Bruce Parisien:

The book with title The Walls Behind the Curtain: East European Prison Literature, 1945–1990 (Pitt Russian
East European) includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Juana Houck:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Walls Behind the Curtain: East European
Prison Literature, 1945–1990 (Pitt Russian East European) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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