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Americans did not at first cherish the idea of political severance from their mother country. In just a few
years, however, they came to desire indepen-dence above all else. What brought about this change of feeling
and how did it affect the lives of their citizens? To answer these questions, Edmund S. Morgan looks at three
men who may fairly be called the "architects of independence," the first presidents of the United States.
Anecdotes from their letters and diaries recapture the sense of close identity many early Americans felt with
their country’s political struggles. Through this perspective, Morgan examines the growth of independence
from its initial declaration and discovers something of its meaning, for three men who responded to its
challenge and for the nation that they helped create.

The Meaning of Independence, first published in 1976, has become one of the standard short works on the
first three presidents of the United States?George Washington, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson. When
the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association and the Organization of American Historians asked 1,500 historians
to name the ten best books about George Washington, this book was one of those selected. In this updated
edition, the author provides a new preface to address a few remaining concerns he has pondered in the
quarter century since first publication.

Tag:A classic work on the founding by the author of the bestselling Benjamin Franklin
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Maddocks:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Meaning of
Independence: John Adams, George Washington, and Thomas Jefferson (Richard Lectures) book as nice and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Rodolfo Rodgers:

Typically the book The Meaning of Independence: John Adams, George Washington, and Thomas Jefferson
(Richard Lectures) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot
of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write
this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Allen Ellis:

The Meaning of Independence: John Adams, George Washington, and Thomas Jefferson (Richard Lectures)
can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Meaning of Independence: John Adams, George Washington, and Thomas
Jefferson (Richard Lectures) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Sally Canady:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Meaning of
Independence: John Adams, George Washington, and Thomas Jefferson (Richard Lectures).
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