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It would be easy to assume that, in the eighteenth century, slavery and the culture of taste--the world of
politeness, manners, and aesthetics--existed as separate and unequal domains, unrelated in the spheres of
social life. But to the contrary, Slavery and the Culture of Taste demonstrates that these two areas of
modernity were surprisingly entwined. Ranging across Britain, the antebellum South, and the West Indies,
and examining vast archives, including portraits, period paintings, personal narratives, and diaries, Simon
Gikandi illustrates how the violence and ugliness of enslavement actually shaped theories of taste, notions of
beauty, and practices of high culture, and how slavery's impurity informed and haunted the rarified customs
of the time.

Gikandi focuses on the ways that the enslavement of Africans and the profits derived from this exploitation
enabled the moment of taste in European--mainly British--life, leading to a transformation of bourgeois ideas
regarding freedom and selfhood. He explores how these connections played out in the immense fortunes
made in the West Indies sugar colonies, supporting the lavish lives of English barons and altering the ideals
that defined middle-class subjects. Discussing how the ownership of slaves turned the American planter class
into a new aristocracy, Gikandi engages with the slaves' own response to the strange interplay of modern
notions of freedom and the realities of bondage, and he emphasizes the aesthetic and cultural processes
developed by slaves to create spaces of freedom outside the regimen of enforced labor and truncated leisure.

Through a close look at the eighteenth century's many remarkable documents and artworks, Slavery and the
Culture of Taste sets forth the tensions and contradictions entangling a brutal practice and the distinctions of
civility.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Jackson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Slavery and the Culture of
Taste is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Joseph Wood:

The e-book untitled Slavery and the Culture of Taste is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Slavery and the Culture of Taste from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Linda Mays:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Slavery and the Culture of Taste can give you a lot
of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Slavery and the Culture of Taste.

Irma Kellner:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Slavery and the Culture of Taste was bright colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Slavery and the Culture of Taste has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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