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In sailing westward in 1492, did Columbus defy the prevailing belief that the Earth was flat? Was Thomas
Paine an atheist? Was Truman plucked from obscurity to be F.D.R's running mate in 1944? Are presidentia
campaigns nowadays far dirtier than they were in the past? Is Hillary Clinton the most active or influential
First Lady ever? Not so, says Paul Boller, in this delightfully informative look at some of the most common
myths and misconceptions about the American past. As he did in his bestselling They Never Said It, Boller
provides us with a cornucopia of historical correction, debunking myths that range from the trivial-for
instance, George Washington did not have false teeth made of wood (they were made of ivory)-to the
pernicious (F.D.R. did not know in advance that the Japanese planned to bomb Pearl Harbor). We learn that
most educated people in Columbus's day knew the world was round (it was Washington Irving who first
portrayed Columbus as defying a coterie of flat-earthers); that Washington's famous Farewell Address was
mostly written by Alexander Hamilton; that the Pledge of Allegiance was penned by Francis Bellamy, a
devout socialist, in 1892 (and it was intended as a paean to big government); that Thomas Paine was not an
atheist, but a deist (as were Washington, Jefferson, and Franklin), and his Age of Reason attacked both
organized religion and atheism; that Truman was far from an obscure politician in 1944 (he had been on the
cover of Timein 1943 for his Senate work uncovering waste and fraud in the war industries, and a Look
magazine poll placed Truman among the ten figures who had contributed the most to the war effort); that
presidential campaigns in the old days were more vituperative than recent ones; and that several First Ladies
were more influential than Hillary Clinton, most notably Eleanor Roosevelt and Edith Wilson (the latter
played acrucial rolein her husband's administration from 1919
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From reader reviews:
AnitaWinn:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Not So!': Popular Myths About America From Columbus to
Clinton. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book Not So!: Popular Myths About America From Columbus to Clinton. Y ou can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, smply because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or
even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's study.

LidiaMgjia:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extratime? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should
answer that question because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Not So!:
Popular Myths About America From Columbus to Clinton to read.

Mary Jones:

Now aday those who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individualsto be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Not So!: Popular Myths
About America From Columbus to Clinton book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Gertrude Hoskins:

Reading a book being new life stylein this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
abook you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Not So!:
Popular Myths About America From Columbusto Clinton will give you new experience in reading a book.
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