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Although they are as commonplace as our backyards, birds remain wild, unpossessed by humans, living
"beside us, but alone," as Matthew Arnold observes and as Leonard Lutwack explores in this study of the
depiction of birds in literature.
 The very attributes that make birds so familiar--their flight and song--retain an air of mystery that sets them
apart from other animals.  They appear to exist effortlessly in a state of mixed animal and spiritual being that
humans long to attain.  This simultaneous familiarity and transcendence gives birds a wide range of meaning
in the works that Lutwack describes.  His examples--both expected and surprising--come in some measure
from Greco-Roman writers but primarily from the poetry and prose of American and British writers of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

 Lutwack divides his material into five sections:  birds in poetry and as metaphor, including the classical
nightingale and the swan and the birds of such poets as Dickinson, Whitman, and Stevens; birds and the
supernatural, including ancient beliefs in birds as images and disguised gods as well as some interesting
modern revivals of bird-gods--the quetzal in Lawrence, the crow in Ted Hughes, and the hawk in Jeffers;
birds that are trapped, hunted, or killed in sacrifice, such as Coleridge's albatross, Ibsen's wild duck,
Chekhov's seagull, Kosinski's painted bird; birds and the erotic, with special emphasis on Lawrence's
juxtaposition of birds and lovers, the association of white birds with chastity, and the traditional
identification of women with docile birds and men with raptors; and a section on literature and the future of
birds that includes strategies for dealing with the increasing threat to real birds posed by humans. Literature
has made and must continue to make the reading public sensitive to nature, Lutwack writes, and literary birds
may prove to be our best link to it.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

This Birds in Literature are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Birds in Literature can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Birds in Literature forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

William Marquis:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Birds in Literature, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type
is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Kevin Vickers:

The book untitled Birds in Literature contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Charles Parker:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Birds in Literature or others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping
them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Birds in
Literature to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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