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These studies fall under the rubric of “the political economy of slavery,” not “the economics of slavery,”
because they are concerned less with economics or even economic history as generally understood than with
the economic aspect of a society in crisis. They argue that slavery gave the South a social system and a
civilization with a distinct class structure, political community, economy, ideology, and a set of
psychological patterns and that, as a result, the South increasingly grew away from the rest of the nation and
from the rapidly developing sections of the world. That this civilization had difficulty in surviving during the
nineteenth century – a bourgeois century if any deserves the name – raises only minor problems. The
difficulty, from this point of view, was neither economic, nor political, nor moral, nor ideological; it was all
of these, which constituted manifestations of a fundamental antagonism between modern and premodern
worlds.

The premodern quality of the Southern world was imparted to it by its dominant slaveholding class. Slavery
has existed in many places, side by side with other labor systems, without producing anything like the
civilization of the South. Slavery gave the South a special way of life because it provided the basis for a
regional social order in which the slave labor system could dominate all others. Southern slavery was not
“mere slavery” – to recall Louis Hartz’s luckless term – but the foundation on which rose a powerful and
remarkable social class: a class constituting only a tiny portion of the white population and yet so powerful
and remarkable as to try, with more success than our neo-abolitionists care to see, to build a new, or rather to
rebuild an old, civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Stewart:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for us. The book The Political Economy of Slavery: Studies in the
Economy and Society of the Slave South had been making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide The Political Economy of Slavery:
Studies in the Economy and Society of the Slave South is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Political Economy of Slavery: Studies
in the Economy and Society of the Slave South. You never really feel lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Timothy Brown:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The Political
Economy of Slavery: Studies in the Economy and Society of the Slave South.

Emma Berkey:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Political Economy of Slavery: Studies in the
Economy and Society of the Slave South why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Harold Bunch:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Political Economy of
Slavery: Studies in the Economy and Society of the Slave South is simple to develop you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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