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The idea of a balance of nature has been a dominant part of Western philosophy since before Aristotle, and it
persists in the public imagination and even among some ecologists today. In this lively and thought-
provoking book, John Kricher demonstrates that nature in fact is not in balance, nor has it ever been at any
stage in Earth's history. He explains how and why this notion of a natural world in balance has endured for
so long, and he shows why, in these times of extraordinary human influence on the planet's ecosystems, it is
critical that we accept and understand that evolution is a fact of life, and that ecology is far more dynamic
than we ever imagined.

The Balance of Nature traces the fascinating history of the science of ecology and evolutionary biology, from
the discipline's early innovators to the advent of Darwin and evolution, to the brilliant and inquisitive
scientific minds of today. Blending insights and entertaining stories from his own remarkable life in science,
Kricher reveals how evolution is a powerful engine that drives ecological change, how nature is constantly in
flux and, in effect, quite naturally out of balance--and how notions to the contrary are misguided and
ultimately hazardous to us all.

The Balance of Nature forcefully argues that an understanding of the dynamic nature of ecology and
evolution is essential to formulating policies of environmental ethics to guide humanity toward a more
responsible stewardship of our planet's ecosystems.
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From reader reviews:

Willie McCall:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth.

Justin Tran:

The book The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book The Balance of Nature:
Ecology's Enduring Myth to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and
read a e-book The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Micah Clark:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Balance of Nature: Ecology's
Enduring Myth is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Sherri King:

The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Balance of Nature:
Ecology's Enduring Myth however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.
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