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In 1992, the Central Intelligence Agency hired the young historian Nick Cullather to write a history
(classified “secret” and for internal distribution only) of the Agency’s Operation PBSUCCESS, which
overthrew the lawful government of Guatemala in 1954. Given full access to the Agency’s archives, he
produced a vivid insider’s account, intended as a training manual for covert operators, detailing how the
C.I.A. chose targets, planned strategies, and organized the mechanics of waging a secret war. In 1997, during
a brief period of open disclosure, the C.I.A. declassified the history with remarkably few substantive
deletions. The New York Times called it “an astonishingly frank account . . . which may be a high-water mark
in the agency’s openness.” Here is that account, with new notes by the author which clarify points in the
history and add newly available information.

In the Cold War atmosphere of 1954, the U.S. State Department (under John Foster Dulles) and the C.I.A.
(under his brother Allen Dulles) regarded Guatemala’s democratically elected leftist government as a Soviet
beachhead in the Western Hemisphere. At the C.I.A.’s direction, the government was overthrown and
replaced by a military dictatorship installed by the Agency. This book tells, for the first time, how a disaster-
prone operation—marked by bad planning, poor security, and incompetent execution—was raised to
legendary status by its almost accidental triumph.

This early C.I.A. covert operation delighted both President Dwight D. Eisenhower and the Dulles brothers,
and Allen Dulles concluded that the apparent success in Guatemala, despite a long series of blunders, made
the venture a sound model for future operations. This book reveals how the legend of PBSUCCESS grew,
and why attempts to imitate it failed so disastrously at the Bay of Pigs in 1961 and in the Contra war in the
1980’s. The Afterword traces the effects of the coup of 1954 on the subsequent unstable politics and often
violent history of Guatemala.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Hargis:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Secret History: The CIA's Classified
Account of Its Operations in Guatemala, 1952-1954. All type of book can you see on many options. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Patricia Watts:

Secret History: The CIA's Classified Account of Its Operations in Guatemala, 1952-1954 can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Secret History: The CIA's Classified Account of Its Operations in Guatemala, 1952-1954 although
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Richard Williams:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Secret History: The CIA's
Classified Account of Its Operations in Guatemala, 1952-1954 can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Margarita Culbertson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled
update of news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Secret History: The CIA's Classified Account of Its Operations in Guatemala,
1952-1954 when you necessary it?
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