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In the United States today, we are on the verge of fulfilling a nightmare scenario. Parents are fearful of
letting their children play in their own yards and elderly people are afraid to leave their homes. The
bogeyman in this rampant panic about crime is the young black male, who, in the media and public image, is
a “superpredator” lurking on every street corner ready to attack any prey that is vulnerable. But is crime in
America really as bad as the public has been made to believe?Power, Politics, and Crime argues that the
current panic over crime has been manufactured by the media, law enforcement bureaucracies, and the
private prison industry. It shows how the definition of criminal behavior systematically singles out the inner-
city African American. But urban minorities aren’t the only victims. Although crime rates have been
declining for 25 years, vast amounts of money pour into the criminal justice-industrial complex, diverting
scarce resources from other social services such as education, social welfare, and health care. While in recent
years downsizing has affected almost every segment of the public sector, the criminal justice bureaucracies
have seen an unprecedented expansion.Through ethnographic observations, analysis of census data, and
historical research, William Chambliss describes what is happening, why it has come about, and what can be
done about it. He explores the genesis of crime as a political issue, and the effect that crime policies have had
on different segments of the population. The book is more than a statement about the politics of crime and
punishment—it’s a powerful indictment of contemporary law enforcement practices in the United States.In
addition to updating the data the author has added a discussion of the "declining crime rate." Contrary to
presentations in the media and by law enforcement agencies, the rate has been declining for over 25 years
and therefore cannot be attributed to any "get tough on crime" policies so dear to the hearts of prosecutors
and politicians. Chapter Seven, "Crime Myths and Smokescreens" has been completely revised and updated.
Updates include a discussion of the recent scandal in the Los Angeles Police Department which has resulted
in criminal charges against police officers and the release of numerous convicted felons because of falsified
evidence and testimony on the part of police officers. The attack on Louima in the police station in New
York as well as the shooting of Diallo are discussed in some detail as well as other recent exposures of police
brutality and corruption. The sections on white collar, corporate, and state crimes have been updated and
recent examples added to the text.
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From reader reviews:

James Shipp:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Power, Politics, and Crime will make
you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Helen Tate:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their can do this.
It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until
university need that Power, Politics, and Crime to read.

Ella Hodge:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Power, Politics,
and Crime suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled Power, Politics, and Crimeis the main of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you
ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Suzanne Mitchell:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Power, Politics, and Crime is simple
to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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