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China, the world's oldest and most populous state, remains an enigma to most people in the West, even at a
time when that country is playing an increasingly prominent role on the international stage. At the heart of
modern Chinese history have been the efforts of the Chinese people to transform their polity into a modern
nation state, the Confucian orthodoxy into an ideology that can help direct that process, and an agrarian
economy into an industrial one. These efforts are ongoing and of great importance.

This book is both an introduction to the major features of modern Chinese history and a resource for
researchers interested in virtually any topic relating to the Chinese experience of the last 220 years. This
valuable reference contains:

• a historical narrative providing a comprehensive overview of five core aspects of Chinese history: domestic
politics, society, the economy, the world of culture and thought, and relations with the outside world;

• a compendium of 250 short, descriptive articles on key figures, events, and terms;

• a resource guide containing approximately 500 annotated entries for the most authoritative sources for
further research in English, as well as descriptions of important films depicting modern China and a guide to
electronic resources; and

• appendices, including a chronology, excerpts from key primary source documents, and a wealth of tables
and graphs on demographic, social, and economic trends.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Laney:

The reserve with title The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History has a lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Alan Trevino:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Columbia Guide to
Modern Chinese History, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

Daniel Pitts:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Nikki Kirkland:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Columbia
Guide to Modern Chinese History.
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