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Money greases the wheels of American politics from the local level to the White House. In the 2004
presidential campaign, President George W. Bush alone raised nearly $400 million in private and public
funds—nearly twenty times the combined total raised by John Kennedy and Richard Nixon in 1960—to
defeat challenger John F. Kerry, further fueling anxiety over the power of money to dictate political results.

Melvin Urofsky, one of our nation's most respected legal historians, takes afresh look at effortsto reinin
campaign spending and counter effortsin the courts to preserve the status quo. He offers a thoughtful and
balanced overview of campaign finance reform and the legal responsesto it, from the Progressive era
through the Supreme Court's landmark ruling in McConnell v. FEC (2003) and its impact on the 2004
election.

Urofsky focuses especially on the 1971 Federal Election Campaign Act and 2002 McCain-Feingold or
Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (BCRA), and on challenges to both in the Supreme Court. In Buckley v.
Valeo (1976), the Court upheld contribution limits but struck down expenditure caps on First Amendment
grounds. In McConnell it upheld the key provisions of McCain-Feingold. In both cases, however, opponents
argued that congressional control of campaign financing was an unconstitutional infringement of the free
speech rights of campaign contributors. Urofsky deftly steers the reader through this contentious and
complex history, revealing how both Congress and the courts have navigated uneasily between the Scylla of
potential corruption and the Charybdis of suppressing political speech.

Ironically, despite the Court's decision upholding McCain-Feingold, the 2004 presidentia election was the
most expensive in history—because, as Urofsky notes, money is the mother's milk of politics and both
candidates and donors will always find ways to keep it flowing. His book provides an excellent and succinct
guide to the controversies and historical debates emerging from that fact.
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From reader reviews:
L ouis Venable:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for usto know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect timeto read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Weéll, probably you will want this Money and Free Speech: Campaign Finance Reform and the Courts.

Rodney Alvarez:

The book Money and Free Speech: Campaign Finance Reform and the Courts give you a sense of fegling
enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Money and Free Speech: Campaign Finance Reform and the Courts to become your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
al subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a reserve Money and Free Speech:
Campaign Finance Reform and the Courts. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopediaor others. So, how do you think about this publication?

Andrew Fogarty:

This book untitled Money and Free Speech: Campaign Finance Reform and the Courts to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Nicholas Valles:

Typically the book Money and Free Speech: Campaign Finance Reform and the Courts has alot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of help. The book was written by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.
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