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In The Landscape of Reform Ben Minteer offers a fresh and provocative reading of the intellectual
foundations of American environmentalism, focusing on the work and legacy of four important conservation
and planning thinkers in the first half of the twentieth century: Liberty Hyde Bailey, a forgotten figure in the
Progressive conservation movement; urban and regional planning theorist Lewis Mumford; Benton
MacKaye, the forester and conservationist who proposed the Appalachian Trail in the 1920s; and Aldo
Leopold, author of the environmentalist classic A Sand County Almanac. Minteer argues that these writers
blazed a significant "third way" in environmental ethics and practice, a more pragmatic approach that offers
a counterpoint to the anthropocentrism-versus-ecocentrism—use-versus-preservation—narrative that has
long dominated discussions of the development of American environmental thought.

Minteer shows that the environmentalism of Bailey, Mumford, MacKaye, and Leopold was also part of a
larger moral and political program, one that included efforts to revitalize democratic citizenship, conserve
regional culture and community identity, and reclaim a broader understanding of the public interest that went
beyond economics and materialism. Their environmental thought was an attempt to critique and at the same
time reform American society and political culture. Minteer explores the work of these four environmental
reformers and considers two present-day manifestations of an environmental third way: Natural Systems
Agriculture, an alternative to chemical and energy-intensive industrial agriculture; and New Urbanism, an
attempt to combat the negative effects of suburban sprawl. By rediscovering the pragmatic roots of American
environmentalism, writes Minteer, we can help bring about a new, civic-minded environmentalism today.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Simpson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Landscape of Reform: Civic
Pragmatism and Environmental Thought in America. All type of book would you see on many methods. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Dustin Kellett:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be The Landscape of Reform: Civic Pragmatism and
Environmental Thought in America why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Juan Jensen:

Beside this particular The Landscape of Reform: Civic Pragmatism and Environmental Thought in America
in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Landscape of Reform: Civic Pragmatism and
Environmental Thought in America because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss this? Find this book and also read it from now!

Allison Larson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Landscape of Reform: Civic Pragmatism and
Environmental Thought in America can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book
you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Landscape of
Reform: Civic Pragmatism and Environmental Thought in America.
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