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During the Second World War, American architecture was in a state of crisis. The rationing of building
materials and restrictions on nonmilitary construction continued the privations that the profession had
endured during the Great Depression. At the same time, the dramatic events of the 1930s and 1940s |led

many architects to believe that their profession—and society itself—would undergo a profound shift once the
war ended, with private commissions giving way to centrally planned projects. The magazine Architectural
Forum coined the term “194X” to encapsulate this wartime vision of postwar architecture and urbanism.

In amajor study of American architecture during World War I1, Andrew M. Shanken focuses on the culture
of anticipation that arose in this period, as out-of-work architects turned their energies from the built to the
unbuilt, redefining themselves as planners and creating original designs to excite the public about postwar
architecture. Shanken recasts the wartime era as a crucible for the intermingling of modernist architecture
and consumer culture.

Challenging the pervasive idea that corporate capitalism corrupted the idealism of modernist architecturein
the postwar era, 194X shows instead that architecture’ s wartime partnership with corporate American was
founded on shared anxieties and ideals. Business and architecture were brought together in innovative ways,
as shown by Shanken’s persuasive reading of magazine advertisements for Revere Copper and Brass, U.S.
Gypsum, General Electric, and other companies that prominently featured the work of leading progressive
architects, including Louis . Kahn, Eero Saarinen, and Walter Gropius.

Although the unexpected prosperity of the postwar era made the architecture of 194X obsolete before it

could be built and led to its exclusion from the story of twentieth-century American architecture, Shanken
makes clear that its anticipatory rhetoric and designs played a crucial role in the widespread acceptance
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From reader reviews:
Rosemarie Sanders:

The book 194X: Architecture, Planning, and Consumer Culture on the American Home Front (Architecture,
Landscape and Amer Culture) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make
your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book 194X: Architecture, Planning, and
Consumer Culture on the American Home Front (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) for being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a guide 194X: Architecture, Planning,
and Consumer Culture on the American Home Front (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about
this publication?

Willie M cCall:

Here thing why that 194X: Architecture, Planning, and Consumer Culture on the American Home Front
(Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) are different and dependable to be yours. First of al looking at
abook is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. 194X: Architecture, Planning, and Consumer Culture on the American Home Front
(Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with 194X: Architecture, Planning, and Consumer
Culture on the American Home Front (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture). It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of 194X:
Architecture, Planning, and Consumer Culture on the American Home Front (Architecture, Landscape and
Amer Culture) in e-book can be your aternative.

Judy Newberry:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this 194X: Architecture, Planning, and
Consumer Culture on the American Home Front (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) e-book written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still skepticism 194X: Architecture, Planning, and Consumer Culture on the
American Home Front (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) as good book not merely by the cover
but also by the content. Thisis one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.



Dani€lle Burdette:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book 194X: Architecture, Planning, and Consumer Culture
on the American Home Front (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) was multi-colored and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book 194X: Architecture, Planning, and Consumer Culture on the
American Home Front (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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