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With few exceptions, sex is noticeably absent from popular histories chronicling colonial and Revolutionary
America. Moreover, it is rarely associated specifically with early American men. This is in part because sex
and family have traditionally been associated with women, while politics and business are the historic
province of men. But Thomas Foster turns this conventional view on its head. Through the use of court
records, newspapers, sermons, and private papers from Massachusetts, he vividly shows that sex—the
behaviors, desires, and identities associated with eroticism —was a critical component of colonial
understanding of the qualities considered befitting for a man.

Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man begins by examining how men, as heads of households, held ultimate
responsibility for sex—not only within their own marriages but also for the sexual behaviors of dependents
and members of their households. Foster then examines the ways sex solidified bonds in the community,
including commercial ties among men, and how sex operated in courtship and social relations with women.
Starkly challenging current views about the development of sexuality in America, the book details early
understandings of sexual identity and locates a surprising number of stereotypes until now believed to have
originated a century later, among them the black rapist and the unmanly sodomite, figures that serve to
reinforce cultural norms of white male heterosexuality.

As this engrossing and surprising study shows, we cannot understand manliness today or in our early
American past without coming to terms with the oft-hidden relationship between sex and masculinity.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Olsen:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a
book allowed Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man: Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different
opinion?

Angelina Rone:

The e-book with title Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man: Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in
America posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read this anywhere you want.

Martha Doughty:

Beside this Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man: Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man:
Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from at this
point!

Marie Walsh:

This Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man: Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America is fresh
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of
digest in reading this Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man: Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in
America can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply
by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So



there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with
knowledge.
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