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Scientific Characters chronicles the contests over character, knowledge, trust, and truth in a politically
charged scientific controversy that erupted after a 1994 Chicago Tribune headline: “Fraud in Breast Cancer
Research: Doctor Lied on Datafor Decade.” In the aftermath of this dramatic news, Dr. Bernard Fisher, the
eminent oncologist and celebrated pioneer of breast cancer research, came under intense scrutiny following
alegations that one of hisinvestigators falsified data in landmark breast cancer research. Although he was
eventually cleared of all wrongdoing, the controversy called into question the treatment decisions of tens of
thousands of women, because Fisher’s research had demonstrated that lumpectomy and radiation were as
effective as breast removal for early stage cancers—a finding that was hailed as revolutionary in women’'s
health care.

Moving back and forth between news coverage, medical journals, letters to the editor, and oncology
pamphlets, Lisa Kerdnen draws insights from rhetoric, literary studies, sociology, and science studies to
analyze theroles of character in shaping the outcomes of the “Datagate” controversy. Throughout the
scandal, debates about the character of Fisher and other key players endured, showing how scientific
knowledge is shaped by perceptions of the personal temperament, trustworthiness, integrity, and
transparency of those who produce it. As administrators, politicians, scientists, patients, journalists, and
citizens attempted to make sense of what had happened, and to assess the integrity of the research, they
raised questions, assigned blame, attributed responsibility, and reshaped the norms of scientific practice.
Scientific Characters thusaddresses what happens when scientists, patients, and advocates are called to
defend themselves in public concerning complex technical matters with direct implications for human life. In
assessing the rhetoric that animated Datagate, Scientific Characters sheds light on the challenges faced by
scientists and citizens as science becomes more bureaucratized, dispersed, and accountable to varied publics.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Jones:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Scientific
Characters: Rhetoric, Politics, and Trust in Breast Cancer Research (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit)
suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled
Scientific Characters: Rhetoric, Palitics, and Trust in Breast Cancer Research (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc
Crit)is the main one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many peoplein
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you agreat deal of information about thisworld now. In order to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Amanda Bell:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
hereis difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Scientific Characters: Rhetoric, Palitics, and Trust in Breast
Cancer Research (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) why because the great cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Mary Algandro:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information easier to share. Y ou can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Scientific Characters: Rhetoric, Politics, and Trust in Breast Cancer
Research (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) this book consist alot of the information from the condition of
thisworld now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer valueto explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes
this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Myron M endez:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. Aswe know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book
Scientific Characters. Rhetoric, Politics, and Trust in Breast Cancer Research (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc



Crit) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must loveto
read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change
your life with that book Scientific Characters: Rhetoric, Palitics, and Trust in Breast Cancer Research
(Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit). Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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