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Using the tools of contemporary semiotic theory to analyze classical rabbinic hermeneutics and medieval
mystical exegesis, Betty Rojtman unveils a striking modernity in these early forms of textual interpretation.
The metaphor from rabbinic literature that describes the writing of the Torah—black fire on white
fire—becomes, in Rojtman's analysis, afigure for the differential structures that can be found throughout
rabbinic discourse. Moving through the successive levels of traditional commentary, from early Midrash to
modern Kabbalah, Rojtman examines the tension between the fluidity and nuance of the biblical text and the
fixed commitment to ideological and theological content. To examine this strain between open text and
sacred language, Rojtman scrutinizes the demonstrative, "this,” as a word whose significance changes with
every change in context. Her analysis suggests a double-layered meaning for "this," which refersto the
existential world in its multiplicity but also to transcendence and the eternal presence of God.
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From reader reviews:
Phillip Ruiz:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Black Fire on White Fire: An Essay on Jewish
Hermeneutics, from Midrash to Kabbalah (Contraversions: Critical Studiesin Jewish Literature, Culture, and
Society). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book Black Fire on White Fire: An Essay on Jewish Hermeneutics, from Midrash to Kabbalah
(Contraversions: Critical Studiesin Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society). Y ou can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open abook or even searching by internet unit.
Itiscaled e-book. Y ou can useit when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let'slearn.

Mary Richie:

The book Black Fire on White Fire: An Essay on Jewish Hermeneutics, from Midrash to Kabbalah
(Contraversions: Critical Studiesin Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) hasalot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get alot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after reading this book.

Samantha Peay:

Beside thiskind of Black Fire on White Fire: An Essay on Jewish Hermeneutics, from Midrash to Kabbalah
(Contraversions: Critical Studiesin Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) in your phone, it could possibly
give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
can got hereis fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old peoplelivein
narrow town. It is good thing to have Black Fire on White Fire: An Essay on Jewish Hermeneutics, from
Midrash to Kabbalah (Contraversions: Critical Studiesin Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item?
Find this book aswell asread it from right now!

Amy Smith:

Someindividuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Black Fire on White Fire: An Essay
on Jewish Hermeneutics, from Midrash to Kabbalah (Contraversions: Critical Studiesin Jewish Literature,
Culture, and Society) to make your persona reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading expertiseis



developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the sensation about book and reading especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and learn it. Beside that the guide Black Fire on White Fire: An Essay on Jewish Hermeneutics, from
Midrash to Kabbalah (Contraversions: Critical Studiesin Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) can to be
your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of thistime.
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