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Taking a fresh look at what the Greeks and Romans thought about Jews and Judaism, Peter Schäfer locates
the origin of anti-Semitism in the ancient world. Judeophobia firmly establishes Hellenistic Egypt as the
generating source of anti-Semitism, with roots extending back into Egypt's pre-Hellenistic history.

A pattern of ingrained hostility toward an alien culture emerges when Schäfer surveys an illuminating
spectrum of comments on Jews and their religion in Greek and Roman writings, focusing on the topics that
most interested the pagan classical world: the exodus or, as it was widely interpreted, expulsion from Egypt;
the nature of the Jewish god; food restrictions, in particular abstinence from pork; laws relating to the
sabbath; the practice of circumcision; and Jewish proselytism. He then probes key incidents, two fierce
outbursts of hostility in Egypt: the destruction of a Jewish temple in Elephantine in 410 B.C.E. and the riots
in Alexandria in 38 C.E. Asking what fueled these attacks on Jewish communities, the author discovers
deep-seated ethnic resentments. It was from Egypt that hatred of Jews, based on allegations of impiety,
xenophobia, and misanthropy, was transported first to Syria-Palestine and then to Rome, where it acquired a
new element: fear of this small but distinctive community. To the hatred and fear, ingredients of Christian
theology were soon added?a mix all too familiar in Western history.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Hawkins:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The Judeophobia: Attitudes toward the Jews in the Ancient World offer you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Raymond Bryan:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Judeophobia: Attitudes toward the Jews in the Ancient World was
filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which
you wanted.

Greg Butler:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Judeophobia: Attitudes toward the Jews in the
Ancient World was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Judeophobia:
Attitudes toward the Jews in the Ancient World has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of
book Judeophobia: Attitudes toward the Jews in the Ancient World. You can contribute your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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