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Today's Tea Party activists are motivated by the same ideological desires as our nation's Founding Fathers,
argues Michael Patrick Leahy in thisilluminating work of political history.

Today's palitical class—in both partiesand at al levels of government—shows a blatant disregard for both
the letter and spirit of the U.S. Constitution. More and more Americans are fed up, and from this sweeping
sense of discontent and anger the Tea Party movement has emerged, revitalizing the spirit of constitutionalist
activism in the conservative world.

According to author and Tea Party activist Michael Patrick Leahy, asimilar lack of accountability ignited
our nation's Founding Fathers, and they were motivated by the same ideological desires: to constitutionally
limit government, ensure fiscal responsibility, and defend individual liberty. These imperatives were at the
heart of what he callsa"covenant of liberty," which undergirds our written Constitution. Leahy traces these
ideas to the libertarian traditions of the English Civil War. He explains why they were on the minds of
Americans at the birth of the republic, and how they passed down largely intact from generation to
generation, were broken by a corrupted political class, and have been rediscovered by the modern Tea Party
movement.

According to Leahy, the American constitutional covenant consists of four unwritten promises that most
citizens continue to regard as crucial to our government's legitimacy. The story of how this covenant evolved
and how its fundamental promises were broken forms the core of this unique and original work of political
history.

As Leahy shows, the first promise—to abide by the written words of the Constitution—was broken before
the ink was dry on the nation's founding documents. The second—to refrain from interfering in private
economic matters—was broken by the Republican Party in the 1860s. The third—to honor the customs,
traditions, and principles that made up the "fiscal constitution"—was broken by Herbert Hoover 143 years
after the establishment of our republic, a sad rupture conducted on an even grander scale by his successors,
beginning with Franklin Roosevelt and continuing through the administration of Barack Obama.

The breaking of these promises greatly accelerated the natural tendency of governments to centralize and
consolidate power at the expense of individual liberty. Had not the fourth and final promise—that members
of the legislative branch would exercise thoughtful deliberation while giving respectful consideration to the
views of their constituents—been broken in such a disdainful and audacious manner in early 2009, the
grassroots activists who came to make up the Tea Party would never have been impelled to take action.

Drawing on his personal experience as the organizer of the online conservative community that launched the
Tea Party movement in February 2009, Leahy documents how the timeless principles of American
constitutionalism have been used to grow one of the most active and influential movementsin American
history.
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From reader reviews:
Scott Tucker:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just
their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological Origins of
the Tea Party Movement to read.

Julie Chambers;

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Covenant of Liberty: The
Ideological Origins of the Tea Party Movement, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
wish to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Danny Solberg:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological
Origins of the Tea Party Movement e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who el se read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism
Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological Origins of the Tea Party Movement as good book not just by the cover
but also with the content. Thisis one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Corey Watts:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological Origins of the Tea Party Movement when you required it?
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