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What is the pattern of America? How did we mark our land throughout our history with towns and farms,
factories and railroad lines? And what does all this activity say about who we are and what we have been? In
this book, a beautifully illustrated companion volume to a new PBS series, one of our most highly acclaimed
architectural historians confronts these questions as he takes us on a thoughtful and wonderfully engaging
tour of Americas built environment.

___Inpreparing the series and the book, Spiro Kostof set out to see America as one design, made from a
whole cloth, and to review the enduring themes that determined the main features of its landscape. Each
chapter, like each program in the series, focuses on one of these themes: the house, the workplace, the street,
the public realm, the shape of the land. Kostof's curiosity touches on everything from suburban tracts to
canal systems, from company towns to office towers. His aim throughout is to help us see America and not
to take anything we see for granted. With Kostof as our guide, such apparent banalities as factory windows
and street pavements take on a new significance, as do more obvious monuments, from state capitols to dams
and long-span bridges. Embracing atruly democratic view of his subject, Kostof regards all buildings, the
standard and the fancy, as worthy of study, and his consistent emphasisis on their socia importance--who
uses them and how they are used. From first chapter to last, Kostof brilliantly conveys the processes of
designing, building, and using by which we have imprinted the landscape throughout the course of our long
tenancy.

____"Inthewayswe use what is designed and built, in the demands we make and the changes we bring
about,” Kostof writes, "we are all designers of America. On us all falls the blame for what isugly in our
surroundings, what isinhumane and derelict. To us al belongs the credit for the beauty we fashion and the
love, the excitement, the grace we alow it to contain.”
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From reader reviews:
Howard Depriest:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they're still students or the item for all peoplein
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book America by Design. All
type of book could you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jaime Howell:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should
answer that question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is
familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need that
Americaby Design to read.

Gwendolyn Smith:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping America by Design that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individua but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So, for al you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could
pick America by Design become your own starter.

James Sirois:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of timeto read it because al of thistime you only find e-book that need more time
to be examine. America by Design can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short
gpare time problems.
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