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A Tale of Two Monasteries takes an unprecedented look at one of the great rivalries of the Middle Ages and
offers it as a revealing lens through which to view the intertwined histories of medieval England and France.
This is the first book to systematically compare Westminster Abbey and the abbey of Saint-Denis--two of the
most important ecclesiastical institutions of the thirteenth century--and to do so through the lives and
competing careers of the two men who ruled them, Richard de Ware of Westminster and Mathieu de
Vendôme of Saint-Denis.

Esteemed historian William Jordan weaves a breathtaking narrative of the social, cultural, and political
history of the period. It was an age of rebellion and crusades, of artistic and architectural innovation, of
unprecedented political reform, and of frustrating international diplomacy--and Richard and Mathieu, in one
way or another, played important roles in all these developments. Jordan traces their rise from obscure
backgrounds to the highest ranks of political authority, Abbot Richard becoming royal treasurer of England,
and Abbot Mathieu twice serving as a regent of France during the crusades. By enabling us to understand the
complex relationships the abbots and their rival institutions shared with each other and with the kings and
social networks that supported and exploited them, A Tale of Two Monasteries paints a vivid portrait of
medieval society and politics, and of the ambitious men who influenced them so profoundly.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Frazier:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important usually. The book A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster
and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve A Tale of Two
Monasteries: Westminster and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century is not only giving you more new
information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster
and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Dennis Simpson:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster
and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Leon King:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster
and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Joseph Whitely:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of
book A Tale of Two Monasteries: Westminster and Saint-Denis in the Thirteenth Century. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier
to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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