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In the summer of 1591 students from the University of Padua attacked the local Jesuit college and
successfully appealed to the Venetian Senate to intervene on behalf of the university. When the Jesuits were
expelled from the Venetian dominion a few years later, religious censorship was virtually eliminated. The
result was a remarkable era of cultural innovation that promoted free inquiry in the face of philosophical and
theological orthodoxy, advocated libertine morals, critiqued the tyranny of aristocratic fathers over their
daughters, and expanded the theatrical potential of grand opera.

In Padua a faction of university faculty, including Galileo Galilei and the philosopher Cesare Cremonini,
pursued an open and free inquiry into astronomy and philosophy. In Venice some of Cremonini's students
founded the Accademia degli Incogniti (Academy of the Unknowns), one of whose most notorious members
was the brilliant polemicist Ferrante Pallavicino.

The execution of Pallavicino for his writings attacking Pope Urban VIII silenced the more outrageous
members of the Incogniti, who soon turned to writing libretti for operas. The final phase of the Venetian
culture wars pitted commercial opera, with its female performers and racy plot lines, against the decorous
model of Jesuit theater. The libertine inclinations of the Incogniti suffuse many of the operas written in the
1640s, especially Monteverdi's masterpiece, L'Incoronazione di Poppea.

Edward Muir's exploration of an earlier age of anxiety reveals the distinguished past of today's culture wars,
including debates about the place of women in society, the clash between science and faith, and the power of
the arts to stir emotions.
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From reader reviews:

Christine McClellan:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Culture Wars
of the Late Renaissance: Skeptics, Libertines, and Opera (The Bernard Berenson Lectures on the Italian
Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti). All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Jennifer Mendoza:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Culture Wars of the Late Renaissance: Skeptics, Libertines,
and Opera (The Bernard Berenson Lectures on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) can be great
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Gordon Miller:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
The Culture Wars of the Late Renaissance: Skeptics, Libertines, and Opera (The Bernard Berenson Lectures
on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Sharon Baker:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This The Culture Wars of the Late Renaissance: Skeptics, Libertines,
and Opera (The Bernard Berenson Lectures on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at Villa I Tatti) can give
you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make



you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Culture Wars of the Late Renaissance:
Skeptics, Libertines, and Opera (The Bernard Berenson Lectures on the Italian Renaissance Delivered at
Villa I Tatti).
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