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The "Contes Drolatiques" are submitted without any need of introduction other than being what they are, a
chronicle of the men and manners of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. They are most assuredly not milk
for infants, but strong meat for men. Odious though comparison may be, it enables one to judge with greater
accuracy the merits of a work. On this line the "Contes Drolatiques" stand on no lower plane than the "Tom
Jones" of Henry Fielding; Smollett's "Peregrine Pickle" and "Humphrey Clinker;" or that once be-praised
work "Pamela," by the immortal Samuel Richardson, or his equally famous "Clarissa Harlowe." Even during
the present century, indeed when it was well advanced, the former was placed in the hands of young girls as
a text-book, the study of which should protect them against the wiles of seducing man. To-day the same
work might be considered "light-reading" even by a courtesan.

Again, the brutal frankness of the English language does not lend itself kindly to those nice shades and
subtleties which above all others is so characteristically beautiful in that of the French. Indecency is always
vulgar, and where in these pages vulgarity may be traced it must be ascribed not to the author but to the
tawdry clothes in which he is draped.

The second volume of "Droll Stories," in addition to the prologues and epilogues, of which originally they
formed part, will also contain "Sarrasine," "La Fille aux Yeux d'or" (The Girl with Golden Eyes), and "Une
Passion dans le desert" (A Passion in the Desert), three of de Balzac's most powerful works, but too
"inconvenient" for general reading.

About the Publisher

Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com

This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be
replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrone Knudson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just their can do
that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this specific Droll Stories, (Contes Drolatiques), Vol. 1: Collected From
the Abbeys of Touraine (Classic Reprint) to read.

Allison Devore:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. Droll Stories, (Contes Drolatiques), Vol. 1: Collected From the Abbeys of Touraine
(Classic Reprint) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time
problems.

Lisa Haight:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Droll Stories, (Contes Drolatiques), Vol. 1: Collected From the Abbeys of
Touraine (Classic Reprint) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Jennifer Bedard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually
Droll Stories, (Contes Drolatiques), Vol. 1: Collected From the Abbeys of Touraine (Classic Reprint).
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