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“Catherine Higgs’s Chocolate Islands: Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa is an elegantly written, well-
illustrated account of the ensuing investigations into this so-called new slavery in Africa orchestrated
largely by Cadbury and the British Foreign Office. …[The] study resonates today, dealing, as it does,
with the often tainted international origins of our later era of mass consumerism.” —American
Historical Review

In Chocolate Islands: Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa, Catherine Higgs traces the early-twentieth-
century journey of the Englishman Joseph Burtt to the Portuguese colony of São Tomé and Príncipe—the
chocolate islands—through Angola and Mozambique, and finally to British Southern Africa. Burtt had been
hired by the chocolate firm Cadbury Brothers Limited to determine if the cocoa it was buying from the
islands had been harvested by slave laborers forcibly recruited from Angola, an allegation that became one of
the grand scandals of the early colonial era. Burtt spent six months on São Tomé and Príncipe and a year in
Angola. His five-month march across Angola in 1906 took him from innocence and credulity to outrage and
activism and ultimately helped change labor recruiting practices in colonial Africa.

This beautifully written and engaging travel narrative draws on collections in Portugal, the United Kingdom,
and Africa to explore British and Portuguese attitudes toward work, slavery, race, and imperialism. In a story
still familiar a century after Burtt’s sojourn, Chocolate Islands reveals the idealism, naivety, and racism that
shaped attitudes toward Africa, even among those who sought to improve the conditions of its workers.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Caldwell:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all
people in the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Chocolate Islands: Cocoa,
Slavery, and Colonial Africa. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Gregory Jones:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Chocolate Islands:
Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa.

Joyce Greenberg:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
Chocolate Islands: Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa.

John Guenther:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Chocolate Islands: Cocoa,
Slavery, and Colonial Africa to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and study it. Beside that the guide Chocolate Islands: Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa
can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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