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In the 1880s, as the European powers were carving up Africa, King Leopold II of Belgium seized for himself
the vast and mostly unexplored territory surrounding the Congo River. Carrying out a genocidal plundering
of the Congo, he looted its rubber, brutalized its people, and ultimately slashed its population by ten million-
-all the while shrewdly cultivating his reputation as a great humanitarian. Heroic efforts to expose these
crimes eventually led to the first great human rights movement of the twentieth century, in which everyone
from Mark Twain to the Archbishop of Canterbury participated. King Leopold's Ghost is the haunting
account of a megalomaniac of monstrous proportions, a man as cunning, charming, and cruel as any of the
great Shakespearean villains. It is also the deeply moving portrait of those who fought Leopold: a brave
handful of missionaries, travelers, and young idealists who went to Africa for work or adventure and
unexpectedly found themselves witnesses to a holocaust. Adam Hochschild brings this largely untold story
alive with the wit and skill of a Barbara Tuchman. Like her, he knows that history often provides a far richer
cast of characters than any novelist could invent. Chief among them is Edmund Morel, a young British
shipping agent who went on to lead the international crusade against Leopold. Another hero of this tale, the
Irish patriot Roger Casement, ended his life on a London gallows. Two courageous black Americans, George
Washington Williams and William Sheppard, risked much to bring evidence of the Congo atrocities to the
outside world. Sailing into the middle of the story was a young Congo River steamboat officer named Joseph
Conrad. And looming above them all, the duplicitous billionaire King Leopold II. With great power and
compassion, King Leopold's Ghost will brand the tragedy of the Congo--too long forgotten--onto the
conscience of the West.
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From reader reviews:

Lila Dixon:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book
you have read is actually King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa.

Ronald Walker:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of
Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror,
and Heroism in Colonial Africa become your own personal starter.

Desiree Schwindt:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of
Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism King
Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa as good book but not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Loretta Claybrooks:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some
books. Among the books in the top listing in your reading list is actually King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of
Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get
you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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