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The incongruence if not antagonism between modern liberalism and the Jewish sense of the world has been
most notably articulated by Lionel Trilling. Certainly the imaginative limitations and intellectual smugness
he discerned in his own ideological party found a parallel, in his view, in the embrace of liberalism by the
American Jewish community. The consequences of that embrace entail both a superficial intellectual and
religious culture and a misunderstanding of the social and political dimensions of Judaism. In Classical
Liberalism and the Jewish Tradition, Edward Alexander engages in a wide-ranging exploration of the roots
of the fundamental antagonism between liberalism and Jewish tradition from the nineteenth century to the
present day.

Central to Alexander's arguments is his incisive critique of the distortion of modern Judaism as a child of the
Enlightenment and the notion that specifically Jewish concerns, whether with Zionism, the Holocaust, or
sacred and secular writings, constitute a narrow and parochial betrayal of liberal interests. The chapters are
divided among political, religious, and literary subjects. The opening chapter on Mill's ambivalent attitude
toward the Jews establishes terms of conflict between Judaism and liberal secularism and universality as do
chapters on the antisemitism of Thomas Arnold and Marx and the more ambiguous Jewish self-identification
of Disraeli.

Alexander examines such disparate topics as the hostility to the idea of a Jewish state on the part of
numerous Israeli intellectuals, the disdain among liberals toward the specifically Jewish dimension of the
Holocaust, and the capitulation of the Modern Language Association to the anti-Zionism of Edward Said.
Turning to the uneasy status of Jewish religious texts and secular literature as sources of cultural
revitalization, Alexander deals with the attempt by the Israeli scholar Adin Steinsaltz to bring the Talmud to
the attention of contemporary Jewish readers and includes a chapter on his nineteenth-century precursor
Emanuel Deutsch and his relationship to George Eliot. An analysis of Ruth Wisse's efforts to establish a
modern Jewish literary canon is rounded out by chapters on two of the major figures of that canon: Isaac
Bashevis Singer and Philip Roth.

While diverse in subject matter, Classical Liberalism and the Jewish Tradition is consistent in its
unapologetic advocacy of a Jewish point of view and in its depth of scholarship in tracing the historical roots
of contemporary attitudes and ideologies.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Gibson:

The book Classical Liberalism and the Jewish Tradition can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Classical
Liberalism and the Jewish Tradition? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Classical Liberalism and the Jewish Tradition has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Lindsey Putman:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is
this Classical Liberalism and the Jewish Tradition.

Jeff Cunningham:

This Classical Liberalism and the Jewish Tradition is great e-book for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Classical
Liberalism and the Jewish Tradition in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this
e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Kim Adams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Classical Liberalism



and the Jewish Tradition.
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