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A New York Times Notable Book of the Year

Finalist for the Helen Bernstein Award for Excellence in Journalism

"Meticulous in detail, epic in scope, psychologically sophisticated and spiritually rich, it ranks with The Best
and the Brightest and All the President's Men."
--San Francisco Chronicle

More than the two presidents he served or the 58,000 soldiers who died for his policies, Robert McNamara
was the official face of Vietnam, the technocrat with steel-rimmed glasses and an ironclad faith in numbers
who kept insisting that the war was winnable long after he had ceased to believe it was. This brilliantly
insightful, morally devastating book tells us why he believed, how he lost faith, and what his deceptions cost
five of the war's witnesses and McNamara himself.

In The Living and the Dead, Paul Hendrickson juxtaposes McNamara's story with those of a wounded
Marine, an Army nurse, a Vietnamese refugee, a Quaker who burned himself to death to protest the war, and
an enraged artist who tried to kill the man he saw as the war's architect. The result is a book whose
exhaustive research and imaginative power turn history into an act of reckoning, damning and profoundly
sympathetic, impossible to put down and impossible to forget.

"A masterpiece. . . . [Hendrickson] has a gift with language that most writers can only dream about. "
--Philadelphia Inquirer

"Approaches Shakespearian tragedy."
--The New York Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Tate:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Living and the Dead: Robert McNamara and Five Lives of a Lost War.

Fernando Gallimore:

The feeling that you get from The Living and the Dead: Robert McNamara and Five Lives of a Lost War
may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get interested
in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Living and the Dead: Robert
McNamara and Five Lives of a Lost War giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes
it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific The Living and the Dead: Robert McNamara and Five Lives of a
Lost War instantly.

Lisa Loo:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The Living and the Dead: Robert
McNamara and Five Lives of a Lost War is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Ryan Walker:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list will be The Living and the Dead: Robert McNamara and Five Lives of a Lost
War. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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