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"I could have been a contender, | could have been somebody." So speaks the haunted former boxer Terry
Malloy (Marlon Brando) to his brother Charley (Rod Steiger) in a scene from On the Waterfront (Elia
Kazan, 1954) that is one of the most famousin al cinema. Set among unionised New Y ork longshoremen,
Kazan's film (from a screenplay by Budd Schulberg) recounts Terry's struggle against corruption and his
ultimate, hard-won victory. The marvellous performances of Brando, Steiger and Eva Marie Saint (aswell as
Karl Malden and Lee J. Cobb), Boris Kaufman's photography and Leonard Bernstein's score all justify the
film'sfame. But On the Waterfront is also notorious, regarded by many as an attempt at justifying the
decision on the part of Kazan (and Schulberg) to name names before the House UnAmerican Activities
Committee. That controversial decision is till incendiary today (as was evidenced in the furore that
surrounded Kazan's Academy Award for Lifetime Achievement in 1999). With Kazan's death in 2003 and
Brando's in 2004, areappraisalof On the Waterfront istimely and necessary. In this definitive study, Leo
Braudy tells the complicated story of the film's production. He revisits the facts behind the controversy of
Kazan's testimony but, above all, he analyses the elements which contribute to the enduring appeal of On the
Waterfront: the Method-inspired acting, the music and cinematography, the use of authentic locations and its
powerfully symbolic depiction of post-war American values.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Pillar:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed On the
Waterfront (BFI Film Classics)? Maybeit is being best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
different opinion?

Colleen Key:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take On the Waterfront (BFI Film Classics) as the daily
resource information.

Harold Walsh:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled On the Waterfront (BFI Film Classics) can be great
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Bessie Hall:

The book untitled On the Waterfront (BFI Film Classics) contain alot of information on this. The writer
explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author
givesyou in the new period of time of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a
nice read.
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