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"Peyote has given me visions," says Elk Hair, a Delaware Peyotist in Daniel C. Swan's new book Peyote
Religious Art (University Press of Mississippi $35.00, cloth). "He [Peyote] gave me visions telling me how
to study our existence, how to think right. God taught Peyote to teach his children the good ways, to have
good thoughts and clear minds before they leave."

Elk Hair's narrative is one of many first-person accounts Swan gathered from practitioners and artisans in the
Native American Church, whose holy sacrament is the small, spineless cactus, peyote. Combining 77 full
color photographs, 32 black and white illustrations, and many narratives, Swan reveals the convictions, the
faith, and the wealth of spiritual artistry surrounding worship in the Native American Church.

Controversial and misunderstood, the ritualized use of peyote by American Indians has long been attacked
by non-Indian religious and secular authorities. Despite official efforts to eliminate peyotism as far back as
the Spanish Inquisition and as recent as the War on Drugs, its status in Native American spiritual life has not
diminished.

Works by self-taught and informally trained artists make up the diverse traditional and folk arts associated
with the peyote religion. Peyote art displays an amazing range of genres, including carving, beadwork,
featherwork, metalsmithing, and painting. Swan also explores regalia and accouterments that worshipers
cherish and the evolution of symbols across time.

Along with previously unpublished first-person narratives by practitioners of the religion and by artists,
Peyote Religious Art features art objects from museum collections, works by contemporary artists, and
materials from private family collections. Understanding these expressive forms provides invaluable insight
into the challenging nature of American Indian life during the twentieth century and into the intertwining of
art, religion, and community.

Daniel C. Swan is senior curator at the Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa, Oklahoma. He has published numerous
articles on the peyote religion among Oklahoma Indians.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Quesinberry:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Peyote Religious Art:
Symbols of Faith and Belief (Folk Art and Artists Series) book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Lucinda Smith:

Here thing why this specific Peyote Religious Art: Symbols of Faith and Belief (Folk Art and Artists Series)
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the
content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Peyote Religious Art: Symbols of Faith and
Belief (Folk Art and Artists Series) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Peyote Religious Art: Symbols of Faith and Belief
(Folk Art and Artists Series). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties
in bringing the published book maybe the form of Peyote Religious Art: Symbols of Faith and Belief (Folk
Art and Artists Series) in e-book can be your substitute.

Arthur Dickison:

Typically the book Peyote Religious Art: Symbols of Faith and Belief (Folk Art and Artists Series) will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Peyote Religious
Art: Symbols of Faith and Belief (Folk Art and Artists Series) is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Charles Sizemore:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
named of book Peyote Religious Art: Symbols of Faith and Belief (Folk Art and Artists Series). You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.
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