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Insurgencies are like the hydra, the many-headed beast of Greek mythology. Once one begins, the measures
a government takes to eliminate militants—to cut off the insurgency’s head—can provoke countless others to
join the enemy ranks. Tactical victories often breed strategic defeats. Traditional “search, destroy, and
withdraw” missions that rely on firepower to wipe out rebels frequently destroy the livelihoods and loved
ones of innocent people caught in the cross fire. U.S. troops have seen the pattern repeated as their initially
successful offensives toppled enemy regimes in Afghanistan and Iraq but soon transformed into grueling
guerrilla wars. Hearts, Minds, and Hydras outlines the reasons for these worsening situations. The most
crucial were self-defeating decisions made by the George W. Bush administration, whose neoconservatism
and hubris rather than careful analysis of genuine threats, national interests, and reasonable options shaped
its policies. Although the Americans were eventually able to contain and diminish the insurgency in Iraq, the
one in Afghanistan not only steadily intensified but also spread into neighboring Pakistan. The near
abandonment of the war in Afghanistan and the neoconservative campaign in Iraq were godsends for al
Qaeda and all other enemies of the United States. Then, as America’s position deteriorated in both wars, the
neoconservatives became even more determined to stay the course. William Nester analyzes some of the
more prominent dilemmas haunting American policymakers now struggling to win in Afghanistan, fight
terrorism in the United States, and reshape their relationship with Pakistan. In doing so, he reveals the nature
of that all-too-real monster of insurgency, what feeds it, and how to starve it.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Jones:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Hearts, Minds, and
Hydras: Fighting Terrorism in Afghanistan, Pakistan, America, and Beyond--Dilemmas and Lessons is kind
of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Mike Yerkes:

This book untitled Hearts, Minds, and Hydras: Fighting Terrorism in Afghanistan, Pakistan, America, and
Beyond--Dilemmas and Lessons to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Jessie Davis:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Hearts, Minds, and Hydras: Fighting Terrorism in Afghanistan,
Pakistan, America, and Beyond--Dilemmas and Lessons, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Joe Williams:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Hearts, Minds, and Hydras: Fighting Terrorism in
Afghanistan, Pakistan, America, and Beyond--Dilemmas and Lessons was vibrant and of course has pictures
on the website. As we know that book Hearts, Minds, and Hydras: Fighting Terrorism in Afghanistan,
Pakistan, America, and Beyond--Dilemmas and Lessons has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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