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This book, one of the first in English about everyday life in the Republic of Georgia, describes how people
construct identity in a rapidly changing border region. Based on extensive ethnographic research, it
illuminates the myriad ways residents of the Caucasus have rethought who they are since the collapse of the
Soviet Union.

Through an exploration of three towns in the southwest corner of Georgia, all of which are situated close to
the Turkish frontier, Mathijs Pelkmans shows how social and cultural boundaries took on greater importance
in the years of transition, when such divisions were expected to vanish. By tracing the fears, longings, and
disillusionment that border dwellers projected on the Iron Curtain, Pelkmans demonstrates how elements of
culture formed along and in response to territorial divisions, and how these elements became crucial in
attempts to rethink the border after its physical rigidities dissolved in the 1990s.

The new boundary-drawing activities had the effect of grounding and reinforcing Soviet constructions of
identity, even though they were part of the process of overcoming and dismissing the past. Ultimately,
Pelkmans finds that the opening of the border paradoxically inspired a newfound appreciation for the
previously despised Iron Curtain as something that had provided protection and was still worth defending.
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From reader reviews:

Malcolm Lee:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Defending the Border: Identity, Religion,
and Modernity in the Republic of Georgia (Culture and Society after Socialism) can be excellent book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jasmine Myers:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Defending the Border: Identity, Religion, and Modernity in the Republic of Georgia (Culture and
Society after Socialism) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then
become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Defending the
Border: Identity, Religion, and Modernity in the Republic of Georgia (Culture and Society after Socialism)
giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare
time activity?

Lisa Shumaker:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Defending the Border: Identity, Religion, and
Modernity in the Republic of Georgia (Culture and Society after Socialism) can be the answer, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Jere Bingham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Defending the Border: Identity,



Religion, and Modernity in the Republic of Georgia (Culture and Society after Socialism).
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