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All along the Mississippi--on country plantation landings, urban levees and quays, and the decks of
steamboats--nineteenth-century African Americans worked and fought for their liberty amid the slave trade
and the growth of the cotton South. Offering a counternarrative to Twain's well-known tale from the
perspective of the pilothouse, Thomas C. Buchanan paints a more complete picture of the Mississippi,
documenting the rich variety of experiences among slaves and free blacks who lived and worked on the
lower decks and along the river during slavery, through the Civil War, and into emancipation.

Buchanan explores the creative efforts of steamboat workers to link riverside African American communities
in the North and South. The networks African Americans created allowed them to keep in touch with family
members, help slaves escape, transfer stolen goods, and provide forms of income that were important to the
survival of their communities. The author also details the struggles that took place within the steamboat work
culture. Although the realities of white supremacy were still potent on the river, Buchanan shows how slaves,
free blacks, and postemancipation freedpeople fought for better wages and treatment.

By exploring the complex relationship between slavery and freedom, Buchanan sheds new light on the ways
African Americans resisted slavery and developed a vibrant culture and economy up and down America's
greatest river.
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From reader reviews:

Alyson Hardy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Black Life on the Mississippi: Slaves, Free Blacks, and the Western
Steamboat World. Try to face the book Black Life on the Mississippi: Slaves, Free Blacks, and the Western
Steamboat World as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Christopher Patterson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Black Life on the Mississippi: Slaves, Free
Blacks, and the Western Steamboat World book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Carol Rosborough:

Black Life on the Mississippi: Slaves, Free Blacks, and the Western Steamboat World can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Black Life on the Mississippi: Slaves, Free Blacks, and the Western
Steamboat World but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial pondering.

Jeff Keenan:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Black Life on the Mississippi: Slaves, Free Blacks, and the Western Steamboat World provide you
with new experience in looking at a book.
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