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Already the subject of articles in the International Herald Tribune and the London Times, Beloved Boy is a
remarkable collection of letters tracing Henry James’s fascination with and enduring devotion to a young
Norwegian-American artist. James was already fifty-six when, visiting Rome in 1899, he was introduced to
the twenty-seven--year-old Hendrik Andersen. In an uncanny instance of life imitating art, Andersen bore an
unmistakable resemblance to the title character of James’s 1875 novel Roderick Hudson?a figure who, like
Andersen, was a young sculptor venturing into life as an expatriate in Italy. Although his initial meeting with
Andersen was brief, James was deeply moved by the young man. He wrote to Andersen almost immediately
after his return to his Sussex home, and remained a faithful correspondent until his own death in 1915.

The two men met on only seven occasions, and never for more than a few days, so their friendship was
almost entirely epistolary. The letters assembled here, nearly half of which are previously unpublished,
exhibit a voice decidedly more vulnerable than that which we usually associate with James. They also shed
new light on the writer’s homoerotic leanings, as he approaches Andersen with a passion, as well as a
tenderness, typically reserved for a lover.

Even greater than his feelings for Andersen, however, was James’s devotion to art. Despite an initially
positive opinion, James was forced to reassess Andersen’s work, which became increasingly grandiose–
exhibiting "megalomania," as James bluntly diagnosed it. The sculptor’s tendency toward monumentality,
including plans for a utopian "World City," were at odds with James’s commitment to observing reality in all
its complexity and imperfection. Despite this, James’s affection for his friend never wavered; his letters
remained occasions to celebrate the youth and beauty personified for him by Andersen.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Moss:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Beloved Boy: Letters to Hendrik C. Andersen,
1899-1915 to read.

Evita Young:

This book untitled Beloved Boy: Letters to Hendrik C. Andersen, 1899-1915 to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Donald Shelby:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Beloved Boy: Letters to Hendrik C.
Andersen, 1899-1915 that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you are able to pick Beloved Boy: Letters to Hendrik C. Andersen, 1899-1915 become your own
starter.

Dione Wicker:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled
update of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Beloved Boy: Letters to Hendrik C. Andersen, 1899-1915 when you required
it?
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