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A young Armenian-American goes to Turkey in a "love thine enemy" experiment that becomes a
transformative reflection on how we use?and abuse?our personal histories

Meline Toumani grew up in a close-knit Armenian community in New Jersey where Turkish restaurants
were shunned and products made in Turkey were boycotted. The source of this enmity was the Armenian
genocide of 1915 at the hands of the Ottoman Turkish government, and Turkey's refusal to acknowledge it.
A century onward, Armenian and Turkish lobbies spend hundreds of millions of dollars to convince
governments, courts and scholars of their clashing versions of history.

Frustrated by her community's all-consuming campaigns for genocide recognition, Toumani leaves a
promising job at The New York Times and moves to Istanbul. Instead of demonizing Turks, she sets out to
understand them, and in a series of extraordinary encounters over the course of four years, she tries to talk
about the Armenian issue, finding her way into conversations that are taboo and sometimes illegal. Along the
way, we get a snapshot of Turkish society in the throes of change, and an intimate portrait of a writer coming
to terms with the issues that drove her halfway across the world.

In this far-reaching quest, told with eloquence and power, Toumani probes universal questions: how to
belong to a community without conforming to it, how to acknowledge a tragedy without exploiting it, and
most importantly how to remember a genocide without perpetuating the kind of hatred that gave rise to it in
the first place.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Byrd:

In other case, little men and women like to read book There Was and There Was Not: A Journey Through
Hate and Possibility in Turkey, Armenia, and Beyond. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a new book There Was and There Was Not: A Journey
Through Hate and Possibility in Turkey, Armenia, and Beyond. You can add know-how and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system.
It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jodie Long:

This There Was and There Was Not: A Journey Through Hate and Possibility in Turkey, Armenia, and
Beyond usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this There
Was and There Was Not: A Journey Through Hate and Possibility in Turkey, Armenia, and Beyond can be
one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
an individual with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this There Was and There Was Not: A Journey Through Hate and Possibility in Turkey, Armenia, and
Beyond giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Archie Williams:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal
or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this There Was and There Was Not: A Journey Through Hate
and Possibility in Turkey, Armenia, and Beyond can make you feel more interested to read.

Edward Suniga:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,



novel and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just trying to find the There Was and There Was Not: A Journey Through Hate and
Possibility in Turkey, Armenia, and Beyond when you necessary it?
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