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Over the past few decades, short-term mission trips have exploded in popularity. With easy access to
affordable air travel, millions of American Christians have journeyed internationally for ministry, service and
evangelism. Short-term trips are praised for involving many in global mission but also critiqued for their
limitations. Despite the diversity of destinations, certain universal commonalities emerge in how mission trip
participants describe their experiences. "My eyes were opened to the world's needs.” "They ministered to us
more than we ministered to them." "It changed my life." Anthropologist Brian Howell explores the narrative
shape of short-term mission (STM). Drawing on the anthropology of tourism and pilgrimage, he shows how
STM combines these elements with Christian purposes of mission to create its own distinct narrative. He
provides a careful historical survey of the development of STM and then offers an in-depth ethnographic
study of a particular mission trip to the Dominican Republic. He explores how participants remember and
interpret their experiences, and he unpacks the implications for how North American churches understand
mission, grapple with poverty and relate to the larger global church. A groundbreaking book for all who want
to understand how and why American Christians undertake short-term mission.
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From reader reviews:
L ouise Graham:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y ep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take awander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Short-
Term Mission: An Ethnography of Christian Travel Narrative and Experience? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Janice Smith:

The actual book Short-Term Mission: An Ethnography of Christian Travel Narrative and Experience will
bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out theideais very
unigue. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Short-Term
Mission: An Ethnography of Christian Travel Narrative and Experience is much recommended to you to
learn. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Nathan Strong:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of timeto read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to
be learn. Short-Term Mission: An Ethnography of Christian Travel Narrative and Experience can be your
answer given it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Brooks Davis:

Guideis one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Short-Term Mission: An Ethnography of Christian Travel Narrative and Experience we
can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a
book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
at this book Short-Term Mission: An Ethnography of Christian Travel Narrative and Experience. Y ou can
more desirable than now.
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