
Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and
Myth

Henry Nash Smith

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0674939522
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0674939522
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0674939522


Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth

Henry Nash Smith

Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth Henry Nash Smith

The spell that the West has always exercised on the American people had its most intense impact on
American literature and thought during the nineteenth century. Smith shows, with vast comprehension, the
influence of the nineteenth-century West in all its variety and strength, in special relation to social,
economic, cultural, and political forces. He traces the myths and symbols of the Westward movement such as
the general notion of a Westward-moving Course of Empire, the Wild Western hero, the virtuous yeoman-
farmer--in such varied nineteenth-century writings as Leaves of Grass, the great corpus of Dime Novels, and
most notably, Frederick Jackson Turner's The Frontier in American History. Moreover, he synthesizes the
imaginative expression of Western myths and symbols in literature with their role in contemporary politics,
economics, and society, embodied in such forms as the idea of Manifest Destiny, the conflict in the
American mind between idealizations of primitivism on the one hand and of progress and civilization on the
other, the Homestead Act of 1862, and public-land policy after the Civil War.

The myths of the American West that found their expression in nineteenth-century words and deeds remain a
part of every American's heritage, and Smith, with his insight into their power and significance, makes
possible a critical appreciation of that heritage.
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From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and
Myth was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The publication Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth is not
only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Virgin Land: The
American West as Symbol and Myth. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Shawna Vaughn:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and
Myth as your daily resource information.

Lois Jennings:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth.

Jason Cook:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth when you necessary it?
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