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From its beginning, jazz has presented a contradictory social world: jazz musicians have worked diligently to
erase old boundaries, but they have just as resolutely constructed new ones. David Ake's vibrant and original
book considers the diverse musics and related identities that jazz communities have shaped over the course
of the twentieth century, exploring the many ways in which jazz musicians and audiences experience and
understand themselves, their music, their communities, and the world at large.

Writing as a professional pianist and composer, the author looks at evolving meanings, values, and
ideals—as well as the sounds--that musicians, audiences, and critics carry to and from the various activities
they call jazz. Among the compelling topics he discusses is the "visuality" of music: the relationship between
performance demeanor and musical meaning. Focusing on pianists Bill Evans and Keith Jarrett, Ake
investigates the ways in which musicians' postures and attitudes influence perceptions of them as profound
and serious artists. In another essay, Ake examines the musical values and ideals promulgated by college
jazz education programs through a consideration of saxophonist John Coltrane. He also discusses the concept
of the jazz "standard" in the 1990s and the differing sense of tradition implied in recent recordings by
Wynton Marsalis and Bill Frisell.

Jazz Cultures shows how jazz history has not consisted simply of a smoothly evolving series of musical
styles, but rather an array of individuals and communities engaging with disparate—and oftentimes
conflicting--actions, ideals, and attitudes.
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From reader reviews:

John Alfaro:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Jazz Cultures can be fine book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Paul Holt:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Jazz Cultures this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Kenneth Roland:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Jazz Cultures was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book.
If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Zachary Foushee:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book Jazz Cultures we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get
creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life with this book Jazz Cultures. You can more desirable than now.
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