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Guild and State examines the values of social solidarity and fraternity that emerged from medieval guilds
and city-communes, and the effect of traditional corporate organization of labor on socioeconomic attitudes
and theories of the state. What ordinary guildsmen and townsmen thought about these issues can be gleaned
from chronicles, charters, and reported slogans. But in tracing attitudes toward the guilds of early Germanic
times to today's equivalent-trade unions-a distinction must be made between popular "ethos" and learned
"philosophy."  

In Europe, from the twelfth to the seventeenth centuries, the corporate organization of labor and of town-
market communities developed side-by-side with the ideals of personal liberty, market freedom, and legal
equality. Both affected the ideology of the European commune and city-state in specific and discernible
ways. Self-governing labor organizations and civil freedom developed together as coherent practices. The
values of mutual aid and craft honor on the one hand, and of personal freedom and legal equality on the
other, formed the moral infrastructure of our civilization. Alternate ideals balanced, harmonized, and even
cross-fertilized one another-as in the principle of freedom of association.

Contrary to preconceptions, however, corporate values were seldom expressed philosophically in the Middle
Ages. Political theory and the world of learning from the start emphasized liberal values. It was only after the
Reformation that guild and communal values found expression in political theory. Even then only a few
philosophers acknowledged that solidarity and exchange-the poles around which the values of guild and civil
society, respectively, rotate-are not opposites but complementary, and attempted to weave these together into
a texture as tough and complex as that of urban society itself.  

The Enlightenment and industrialization led to an apotheosis of liberal values. Guilds disappeared and were
only in part replaced by labor unions; the values of market exchange have since been in the ascendant-though
Hegel, Durkheim, and more recently, advocates of liberal corporatism maintain the possibility of a symbiosis
between corporate and liberal values. In Guild and State there emerges an alternative history of political
thought, which will be fascinating to the general as well as the specialist reader.
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From reader reviews:

William Bixby:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Guild and State: European Political Thought from the Twelfth Century to
the Present.

Charles Wagoner:

The book Guild and State: European Political Thought from the Twelfth Century to the Present make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Guild and State: European Political Thought from the Twelfth Century to the Present to be
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Guild and State:
European Political Thought from the Twelfth Century to the Present. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Gary Collis:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Guild and State: European Political
Thought from the Twelfth Century to the Present that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Guild and State: European Political
Thought from the Twelfth Century to the Present become your own starter.

Anthony Lainez:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
called of book Guild and State: European Political Thought from the Twelfth Century to the Present. You
can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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