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Argues for the necessity of a new ethos for middle-class white anti-racism.

Building on her book Revealing Whiteness, Shannon Sullivan identifies a constellation of attitudes common
among well-meaning white liberals that she sums up as “white middle-class goodness,” an orientation she
critiques for being more concerned with establishing anti-racist bona fides than with confronting systematic
racism and privilege. Sullivan untangles the complex relationships between class and race in contemporary
white identity and outlines four ways this orientation is expressed, each serving to establish one’s lack of
racism: the denigration of lower-class white people as responsible for ongoing white racism, the
demonization of antebellum slaveholders, an emphasis on colorblindness—especially in the context of white
childrearing—and the cultivation of attitudes of white guilt, shame, and betrayal. To move beyond these
distancing strategies, Sullivan argues, white people need a new ethos that acknowledges and transforms their
whiteness in the pursuit of racial justice rather than seeking a self-righteous distance from it.

“…Sullivan posits that it is white liberals’ own ‘anti-racism’ that actually perpetuates racism by shutting
down frank or nuanced discussions not only of race, but of white privilege, which created racial problems
and still sustains them … In advising white liberals how to honestly live their whiteness, rather than disown
it or pretend it doesn’t exist, Sullivan expertly deconstructs the familiar defenses … Like W.E.B. DuBois and
James Baldwin before her, Sullivan sees white domination as a spiritual problem that afflicts one group in
particular but that touches us all.” — Ms. Magazine
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Walker:

This Good White People: The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series, Philosophy
and Race) are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main
reason of this Good White People: The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series,
Philosophy and Race) can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Good White People: The Problem with Middle-Class
White Anti-Racism (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Bradley Smith:

Why? Because this Good White People: The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series,
Philosophy and Race) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore
or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Reuben Beaubien:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Good White People: The Problem
with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) can be the answer, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Julia Watkins:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Good White People: The Problem with
Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) to make your own personal reading
is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Good White People:



The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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