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How smallpox, or Variola, caused widespread devastation during the European colonization of the Americas
is a well-known story. But as historian Paul Kelton informs us, that’s precisely what it is: a convenient story.
In Cherokee Medicine, Colonial Germs Kelton challenges the “virgin soil thesis,” or the widely held belief
that Natives’ lack of immunities and their inept healers were responsible for their downfall. Eschewing the
metaphors and hyperbole routinely associated with the impact of smallpox, he firmly shifts the focus to the
root cause of indigenous suffering and depopulation—colonialism writ large; not disease.

Kelton’s account begins with the long, false dawn between 1518 and the mid-seventeenth century, when
sporadic encounters with Europeans did little to bring Cherokees into the wider circulation of guns, goods,
and germs that had begun to transform Native worlds. By the 1690s English-inspired slave raids had
triggered a massive smallpox epidemic that struck the Cherokees for the first time. Through the eighteenth
century, Cherokees repeatedly responded to real and threatened epidemics—and they did so effectively by
drawing on their own medicine. Yet they also faced terribly destructive physical violence from the British
during the Anglo-Cherokee War (1759–1761) and from American militias during the Revolutionary War.
Having suffered much more from the scourge of war than from smallpox, the Cherokee population
rebounded during the nineteenth century and, without abandoning Native medical practices and beliefs,
Cherokees took part in the nascent global effort to eradicate Variola by embracing vaccination.

A far more complex and nuanced history of Variola among American Indians emerges from these pages, one
that privileges the lived experiences of the Cherokees over the story of their supposedly ill-equipped immune
systems and counterproductive responses. Cherokee Medicine, Colonial Germs shows us how Europeans and
their American descendants have obscured the past with the stories they left behind, and how these stories
have perpetuated a simplistic understanding of colonialism.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Velasco:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Cherokee Medicine, Colonial Germs: An
Indigenous Nation’s Fight against Smallpox, 1518–1824 (New Directions in Native American Studies series)
book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Joann Nixon:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you
read you can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Cherokee Medicine, Colonial Germs: An
Indigenous Nation’s Fight against Smallpox, 1518–1824 (New Directions in Native American Studies series)
it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book features high quality.

Owen Neri:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind
of activity do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
book you have read is Cherokee Medicine, Colonial Germs: An Indigenous Nation’s Fight against Smallpox,
1518–1824 (New Directions in Native American Studies series).

James Weil:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Cherokee Medicine, Colonial Germs: An Indigenous Nation’s Fight against Smallpox, 1518–1824 (New
Directions in Native American Studies series) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you



never get ahead of. The Cherokee Medicine, Colonial Germs: An Indigenous Nation’s Fight against
Smallpox, 1518–1824 (New Directions in Native American Studies series) giving you a different experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now
let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when
you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare
time activity?
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