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Britain possesses a literary heritage virtually unrivaled in the Western world. This lavishly illustrated volume
explores the richness, diversity, and continuity of that tradition. Under the general editorship of Pat Rogers,
some of Britain's foremost literary scholars trace the history of English literature from its first stirrings in
Anglo-Saxon poetry to the present day.
The contributors aim to convey to the reader the pleasure and exhilaration of literature, rather than to provide
a bare outline of schools and periods of writing. At the heart of the volume towers the figure of Shakespeare,
who has a special chapter devoted entirely to himself. The volume also offer detailed treatments of other
major writers such as Chaucer, Milton, Donne, Wordsworth, Dickens, Eliot, and Auden, and up-to-date
discussions of living authors such as Muriel Spark and Seamus Heaney. More than a mere chronology, this
versatile work provides a basic core of information and invaluable supplementary material, including
suggestions for further reading, maps, a chronological table of dates, and a detailed index with birth and
death dates of individuals listed. It also moves beyond these facts and events to characterize the broad sweep
of ideas and the main concerns of British writers over the past thirteen centuries.
The illustrations chosen--thirty-five in color and over two hundred in black and white--bring to life the
content and concerns of the text. They range in subject from manuscripts and book illustrations to works of
art and architecture, portraits, social scenes, landscapes, and caricatures, illuminating not only the literature
but also the ideas, preoccupations, and outlooks that fostered it. Rather than simply decorating the text, the
illustrations complement and enlarge it.
All experts in their chosen areas, the contributors bring to this volume a deep understanding and great
enthusiasm and zest for their subject. Collectively, they have woven together the complex strands of English
literature into a highly readable narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Hayes:

This The Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason of this The Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature can be on the
list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this The Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Mike Hodges:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be study. The Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Margaret Velasquez:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Oxford Illustrated History of
English Literature is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

James Weil:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature can make you
experience more interested to read.
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