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The one-room schoolhouse may be a thing of the past, but it is the foundation on which modern education
rests. Sue Thomas now traces the progress of early education in Missouri, demonstrating how important
early schools were in taming the frontier.

A Second Home offers an in-depth and entertaining look at education in the days when pioneers had to
postpone schooling for their children until they could provide shelter for their families and clear their fields
for crops, while well-to-do families employed tutors or sent their children back east. Thomas tells of the
earliest known English school at the Ramsay settlement near Cape Girardeau, then of the opening of a
handful of schools around the time of the Louisiana Purchase—such as Benjamin Johnson’s school on Sandy
Creek, Christopher Schewe’s school for boys when St. Louis was still a village, and the Ste. Genevieve
Academy, where poor and Indian children were taught free of charge. She describes how, as communities
grew, additional private schools opened—including “dame schools,” denominational schools, and
subscription schools—until public education came into its own in the 1850s.

Drawing on oral histories collected throughout the state, as well as private diaries and archival research, the
book is full of firsthand accounts of what education once was like—including descriptions of the furnishings,
teaching methods, and school-day activities in one-room log schools. It also includes the experiences of
former slaves and free blacks following the Civil War when they were newly entitled to public education,
with discussions of the contributions of John Berry Meachum, James Milton Turner, and other African
American leaders.

With its remembrances of simpler times, A Second Home tells of community gatherings in country schools
and events such as taffy pulls and spelling bees, and offers tales of stern teachers, student pranks, and
schoolyard games. Accompanying illustrations illuminate family and school life in the colonial, territorial,
early statehood, and post-Civil War periods. For readers who recall older family members’ accounts or who
are simply fascinated by the past, this is a book that will conjure images of a bygone time while opening a
new window on Missouri history.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Second Home: Missouri's
Early Schools (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

James Brecht:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. A Second Home: Missouri's Early Schools (MISSOURI HERITAGE
READERS) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short free time
problems.

Leigh Weimer:

The book untitled A Second Home: Missouri's Early Schools (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) contain
a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
study.

Sandra Yunker:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This A Second Home: Missouri's Early
Schools (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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