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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
1, 0, University of Frankfurt (Main), language: English, comment: Untersuchung von symbolischer
Herrschaft in Hawthornes Roman 'The Scarlet Letter' und deren Wandelbarkeit , abstract: In discussions
about Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter much attention has been given to the question what the "A",
which the sinful heroine Hester Prynne was ordered by the magistrates of the Puritan society to wear on her
bosom, means. Scholars like Michael Pringle have concluded that the emblem of sin can be interpreted in
manifold ways, from A for "adulteress" to A for "angel". This diagnosis indicates that the meaning of the
symbol A changes during the course of the plot. However, not so much attention has been given to that
process of change and to the symbol as a strong instrument of power to determine social discourse. This
study will deal with the question of symbolic power in The Scarlet Letter, or, to be more precise: How does
Hester change the meaning of the A, which originally has been forced upon her to stigmatize her clearly as
sinner and in this way to exclude her from the rest of the society, in such a manner to her own benefit that it
is turned upside down? What does that imply for the power-relationship between sinful individual and
patriarchal society? Since the different actors (Hester, magistrates, common people) develop different
attitudes towards the symbol, every single view must be analyzed individually to hint at least roughly at the
diverse readings of the letter. Particularly, Hester's illegitimate daughter Pearl as the "living symbol" of her
sin is an important part of the analysis, because she - by her own reading of the letter - serves throughout the
novel as a reminder of sin and guilt. One major question that follows is whether Pearl replaces the original
function of the letter and thus restrains the symbolic power Hester gains by changing t
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From reader reviews:

German Montoya:

The book Symbolic Power in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Symbolic
Power in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter'? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Symbolic Power in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' has simple shape however you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So
it is very wonderful.

Willie McCall:

The book untitled Symbolic Power in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' contain a lot of information
on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous
author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Sandra Mendoza:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Symbolic Power in Nathaniel
Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Raymond Dixon:

You may get this Symbolic Power in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 'The Scarlet Letter' by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date.
Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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