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From the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo to the 1960s, Mexican American Catholics experienced racism
and discrimination within the U.S. Catholic church, as white priests and bishops maintained a racial divide in
all areas of the church's ministry. To oppose this religious apartheid and challenge the church to minister
fairly to all of its faithful, a group of Chicano priests formed PADRES (Padres Asociados para Derechos
Religiosos, Educativos y Sociales, or Priests Associated for Religious, Educational, and Social Rights) in
1969. Over the next twenty years of its existence, PADRES became a powerful force for change within the
Catholic church and for social justice within American society.

This book offers the first history of the founding, activism, victories, and defeats of PADRES. At the heart of
the book are oral history interviews with the founders of PADRES, who describe how their ministries in poor
Mexican American parishes, as well as their own experiences of racism and discrimination within and
outside the church, galvanized them into starting and sustaining the movement. Richard Martínez traces the
ways in which PADRES was inspired by the Chicano movement and other civil rights struggles of the 1960s
and also probes its linkages with liberation theology in Latin America. He uses a combination of social
movement theory and organizational theory to explain why the group emerged, flourished, and eventually
disbanded in 1989.
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From reader reviews:

Bonita Murray:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book PADRES: The National Chicano Priest Movement.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a
book PADRES: The National Chicano Priest Movement. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Velma Stuart:

The ability that you get from PADRES: The National Chicano Priest Movement could be the more deep you
digging the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but PADRES: The National Chicano Priest Movement giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read
it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of PADRES: The National
Chicano Priest Movement instantly.

Joseph Thomas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this PADRES: The National Chicano
Priest Movement guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty PADRES: The
National Chicano Priest Movement as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one
e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Jessica Bowman:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book PADRES: The National Chicano Priest Movement was filled about
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply



wanted.
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