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In the thirty-five years since the publication of The Bloody Chamber, Angela Carter's reimagined fairy tales
have inspired an impressive body of criticism. Yet none has addressed the ways her fairy tales grapple with
and seek to overcome the near impossibility of heterosexual love and desire under patriarchy. In Erotic
Infidelities: Love and Enchantment in Angela Carter's The Bloody Chamber, author Kimberly J. Lau argues
that the strangeness of Carter's fairy-tale enchantments-the moments when love or erotic desire escape the
deeply familiar, habitual structures and ideologies that contain them-show the momentary, fleeting
possibilities for heterosexual love and desire.

Lau begins by situating her reading of The Bloody Chamber-as individual stories and as a collection-within
and against the critical literature, especially that which addresses Carter's relationship to psychoanalytic
theory and issues of language and desire. In chapter 2, she illustrates Carter's construction of gender and
language as labyrinthine structures-complex cultural edifices constructed and augmented over time. She
moves on to consider Carter's "feline stories" in chapter 3-"The Courtship of Mr. Lyon," "The Tiger's Bride,"
and "Puss-in-Boots"-as an initial move away from the labyrinthine structures and toward an alternate erotics.
In chapter 4, she reads "The Erl-King" and "The Snow Child" as another pair of mirrored tales, while chapter
5 elaborates on the pedophilic and necrophiliac fantasies of a pornographic culture, introduced in the
previous chapter with the Count's desire for the Snow Child. In chapter 6, Lau situates Carter's three
concluding stories-the wolf trilogy-within the context of feminist psychoanalytic understandings of infidelity
as that which destabilizes patriarchal hegemonies and constructs.

Lau argues that Carter's "erotic infidelities" work against our culturally determined expectations and longings
and usher us into welcome new enchantments. Situated at the intersection of feminist, psychoanalytic,
literary, and fairy-tale studies, readers interested in a variety of scholarly disciplines as well as scholars of
Carter's tales will enjoy Lau's look at enduring questions of gender, sexuality, and desire.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Deroche:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Erotic Infidelities: Love
and Enchantment in Angela Carter's The Bloody Chamber (Series in Fairy-Tale Studies) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Elizabeth Ashton:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Erotic Infidelities: Love and
Enchantment in Angela Carter's The Bloody Chamber (Series in Fairy-Tale Studies) is kind of reserve which
is giving the reader erratic experience.

Virginia Warriner:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The Erotic
Infidelities: Love and Enchantment in Angela Carter's The Bloody Chamber (Series in Fairy-Tale Studies)
offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Linda Sandoval:

Beside this Erotic Infidelities: Love and Enchantment in Angela Carter's The Bloody Chamber (Series in
Fairy-Tale Studies) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts.
The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Erotic Infidelities: Love and Enchantment in
Angela Carter's The Bloody Chamber (Series in Fairy-Tale Studies) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
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