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With the menace of smog hanging over an increasing number of American cities in the 1960s, “Clean Air!”
became a rallying cry for a new environmentalism. Citizen activists rallied passionately to force state and
local governments to address problems that threatened human health and even survival. In Don’t Breathe the
Air, Scott H. Dewey traces the history of air pollution control efforts, focusing on the decade of the sixties,
and describes how local efforts helped create both the modern environmental movement and federal
environmental policy.

Early in the fight against air pollution, activists recognized the need for intergovernmental solutions. Because
air was mobile, no single jurisdiction could address problems alone. Dewey has chosen three case studies
involving different sources of air pollution and different configurations of governments to discover how
jurisdictional issues affected environmental organization and the ability to clean up the air.

First, Dewey looks at Los Angeles, arguably the birthplace of modern air pollution. Because much of the
city’s air pollution was automobile-related, Los Angeles had to enlist help from the State of California to
regulate both the industry and car owners. Relatively speaking, Los Angeles was a success story, one that set
important precedents and illustrated a pattern of local concerns entailing action in a larger arena.

Dewey then turns to New York City, a city plagued by air pollution problems that involved more than one
state and required regional action. In its comparative lack of success in dealing with its atmospheric woes,
compounded by the pollution descending on it from neighboring New Jersey, New York was more typical of
the overall national pattern than was Los Angeles.

Finally, Dewey examines central Florida, where a rural, agricultural area suffered from severe industrial air
pollution that required a multi-jurisdictional solution and a confrontation with influential phosphate
manufacturers that all levels of government were long reluctant to tackle.

Don’t Breathe the Air is a comprehensive look at the role of air pollution and citizen activism during the rise
of environmentalism in the post–World War II United States. It clearly lays out the issues and strategies that
prepared the way for the federal clean air legislation of the 1970s.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Robey:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Don't Breathe the Air: Air Pollution and U.S. Environmental Politics, 1945-
1970 (Environmental History Series). Try to the actual book Don't Breathe the Air: Air Pollution and U.S.
Environmental Politics, 1945-1970 (Environmental History Series) as your pal. It means that it can to be
your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Earnest Jennings:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
Don't Breathe the Air: Air Pollution and U.S. Environmental Politics, 1945-1970 (Environmental History
Series)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Mamie Wilson:

This Don't Breathe the Air: Air Pollution and U.S. Environmental Politics, 1945-1970 (Environmental
History Series) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Don't Breathe the Air: Air Pollution and U.S. Environmental Politics, 1945-1970
(Environmental History Series) can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Don't Breathe the Air: Air Pollution and U.S.
Environmental Politics, 1945-1970 (Environmental History Series) giving you an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

John Mendoza:

The actual book Don't Breathe the Air: Air Pollution and U.S. Environmental Politics, 1945-1970
(Environmental History Series) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing
this book.
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