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State capitals are an indelible part of the American psyche, spatial representations of state power and national
identity. Learning them by heart is a rite of passage in grade school, a pedagogical exercise that emphasizes
the importance of committing place-names to memory. But geographers have yet to analyze state capitals in
any depth. In American Capitals, Christian Montès takes us on a well-researched journey across
America—from Augusta to Sacramento, Albany to Baton Rouge—shedding light along the way on the
historical circumstances that led to their appointment, their success or failure, and their evolution over time.
           
While all state capitals have a number of characteristics in common—as symbols of the state, as
embodiments of political power and decision making, as public spaces with private interests—Montès does
not interpret them through a single lens, in large part because of the differences in their spatial and historical
evolutionary patterns. Some have remained small, while others have evolved into bustling metropolises, and
Montès explores the dynamics of change and growth. All but eleven state capitals were established in the
nineteenth century, thirty-five before 1861, but, rather astonishingly, only eight of the fifty states have
maintained their original capitals. Despite their revered status as the most monumental and historical cities in
America, capitals come from surprisingly humble beginnings, often plagued by instability, conflict, hostility,
and corruption. Montès reminds us of the period in which they came about, “an era of pioneer and idealized
territorial vision,” coupled with a still-evolving American citizenry and democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Lindsey Putman:

The ability that you get from American Capitals: A Historical Geography (University of Chicago Geography
Research Papers) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but American Capitals: A
Historical Geography (University of Chicago Geography Research Papers) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of American Capitals: A Historical
Geography (University of Chicago Geography Research Papers) instantly.

Sheila Searcy:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love American Capitals: A Historical
Geography (University of Chicago Geography Research Papers), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Craig Duran:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer is usually American Capitals: A Historical Geography (University of Chicago Geography
Research Papers) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jocelyn Harper:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also
you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra
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