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Thanks to classic studies such as Jane Goodall's The Chimpanzees of Gombe, we know a great deal about our
closest primate relative, but much remains to be discovered about these endlessly fascinating family
members. Even their genus name, Pan, taken from the Greek god who represented the spirit of nature, aptly
characterizes their elusiveness, for, like nature, chimpanzee behavior is a "giant jigsaw puzzle," as Goodall
puts it. This book, a definitive summary of current knowledge about chimpanzees and bonobos, is a
significant step toward solving the puzzle.

Virtually every major chimpanzee specialist from around the world--Japan, the Netherlands, Great Britain,
Africa, the United States--has contributed to this landmark volume. It contains important contributions by
Japanese researchers who have been working in Africa for as many years as Goodall and whose work is not
readily accessible in the West.

Understanding Chimpanzees examines a wide range of topics, including social behavior and ecology in the
field, the rich variety of cultural traditions between one population and another in Africa and elsewhere,
behavior in captivity, and the incredible cognitive abilities of chimpanzees in language acquisition
laboratories. Of special interest is the strong coverage of bonobos (pygmy chimpanzees). The authors also
concentrate on conveying a better appreciation of chimpanzee intelligence through the description of various
ongoing investigations, particularly ones that examine signing interactions, vocabulary testing and
modulation, and symbol acquisition.

In addition to the Foreword, Jane Goodall contributes a review of her own work at Gombe, her proposal for a
"ChimpanZoo" project, and an update on the status of conservation in Tanzania. The book contains a major
section on chimpanzee conservation in captivity and in the wild, documenting the threat to chimpanzee
habitat and survival.

This work draws from a broad range of disciplines, including ethology, psychology, anatomy, biology,
anthropology, conservation, and ecology and will attract readers pursuing ideas in all these fields. Over 100
photographs and drawings illustrate the text, which has been carefully assembled and edited by Paul G.
Heltne, Director of the Chicago Academy of Sciences, and Linda A. Marquardt, the editor of Science
Learning in the Informal Setting.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Stewart:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Understanding Chimpanzees (Chicago Academy of Sciences Special
Publications). Try to make the book Understanding Chimpanzees (Chicago Academy of Sciences Special
Publications) as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Noah Gardner:

The book Understanding Chimpanzees (Chicago Academy of Sciences Special Publications) give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Understanding Chimpanzees (Chicago Academy of Sciences Special Publications)
being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a book Understanding
Chimpanzees (Chicago Academy of Sciences Special Publications). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Mildred Lucas:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Understanding
Chimpanzees (Chicago Academy of Sciences Special Publications) that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity
for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick
Understanding Chimpanzees (Chicago Academy of Sciences Special Publications) become your own
personal starter.

George Privette:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet,
newspapers, book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of



book. Often the book that recommended to you is Understanding Chimpanzees (Chicago Academy of
Sciences Special Publications) this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use
for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That
is why this book suitable all of you.
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